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It will be observed that the age group 16 to under 21 years shows a much higher
crime rate than the juvenile group (7 to under 16 years) or the total young persons
group (7 to under 21 years). After increasing steadily in recent years, the rate for
+this group dropped from 950 per 100,000 population in 1939 to 773 in 1942. However,
an inerease to 900 per 100,000 in 1943is noted.

21.—Convictions of Juveniles for Major Offences and of Adults for Indictable
Offences, Years Ended Sept. 30, 1911, 1921, 1931 and 1939~43
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Major Offences.—From Table 22 it will be observed that theft and receiving
stolen goods; breaking, entering and theft; and other wilful damage to property
account for the great bulk of the offences. In 1943, 93-0 p.c. of the major offences
were in these classes.

Wartime Trends.—Major offences for juveniles, which had decreased 9-0 p.c.
during the four years immediately preceding the War, increased by 29-4 p.c. during
the war years 1939-43. The increases were chiefly in theft, burglary and common
assault. Convictions for theft, which had decreased 19-3 p.c. from 1935 to 1939
have shown an increase of 26-6 p.c. from 1939 to 1943. Thefts of bicycles and
automobiles have also shown a much faster rate of increase during the four war
years than during the four years immediately preceding the war. The rate of in-
crease for burglary, which had been 16-3 p.c. in the period 1935-39, advanced to
28-8 p.c. during 1939-43. Convictions for common assault which had declined
32-7 p.c. from 1935 to 1939 have shown an increase of 78:8 p.c. for the war years.
Malicious damage to property showed a 3-7 p.c. decrease during the 1935 to 1939
pre-war period as compared with a 51 -4 p.c. increase during the war years.

22.—Juvenile Delinquents Convicted of Major Offences, by Type of Offence, Years
Ended Sept. 30, 1936-43

Offence 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943
No No No No. No. No No No
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